BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

T,HIS volume Has been prepared solely to embody what is
known of the closing period of the Rajah R4MMOEUftf BOY'S
life, which was spent in England. To do mor^ would have,
been out of, the Author's power. It will however be interest-
ing to the readers to peruse the following brief Memoir, which
was prepared by Rev. Dr. CARPENTER shortly after the
Rajah's death, ,from authentic sources of information [chiefly
found in ,the Monthly , Repository of Theology and General
Literature, Vols. XIII. to XX.] ; from the Memoir ( prefixed
to the Precepts of Jesus, by Rev. Dr. T, REBS ; from communi-,
cations received from the family with whom the Rajah resided
in London, and from ,the Rajah personally.

(RAMMOHUH ROY was the son of RAM .KHAIS'T ROY.   His
grandfather resided at Moorshedabad, and filled some important
offices under   the lyioguls ; , but   being ill-treated   by them
towards the end of   his   life, ,the   son  took , up , his abode
in , the district of Bordwan, where he   had landed property.
There RAMMOHTJN ROY was born, most probably about 1774.
Under his father's roof he received the. elements of native
education, and also acquired the Persian language.   He was
afterwards   sent to    Patna to   learn Arabic,; and lastly to
Benares to   obtain   a knowledge   of   Sanscrit,   the   sacred,
language of   the   Hindoos.   His masters at Patna, set,, him ,
to study    Arabic translations of  some   of the  writings , of
Aristotle and Euclid ; it is probable ;that the training thus
given, strengthened his mind in acuteness an4 , close, .reasoning, ,
while the knowledge w;hich he , acquired pf tihe Mahommedant
religion from Mussulman whom, he esteem ori   nrmt.ri'hntflrl  f,n